Under Section 79,1.P.C., nothing is an offence which is done
by any person who is justified by law or who by reason of a
mistake of fact and not by reason of a mistake of law in good
faith, believes himself to be justified by law in doing it. So,
as the watchman has fired the gun at the direction of the
sound in good faith believing that a bear is eating the
sugarcane crop and has committed the said act by mistake of
fact the watchman has committed no offence.

240. There is a Harijan Colony, in Ramayapeta. Most of the
houses in that colony are thatched houses: On a Diwali day, on
account of crackers, fire broke out at one end of the row of the
houses and that house started burning. If it is allowed to continue,
the entire colony will be burnt. So, five young boys immediately
went up the roof of the neighbouring house and removed the
thatch of that house and completely disconnecte4 that house
from the burning house so that the fire may not spread further.
On account of disconnection, the fire extinguished. The house
from which the thatch was removed by the five young persons
was completely damaged. The owner of that house has filed a
criminal case against the five young boys who removed the
thatch from his house. Whether the five boys are liable for any
offence?

* Under Section 81, I.P.C., nothing is an offence merely by
reason of its being done with the knowledge that it is likely
to cause harm if it be done without any criminal intention to
cause harm and in good faith for the purpose of preventing or
avoiding other harm to person or property. So, in the above
case as the five boys have removed the thatch without any
criminal intention to cause harm and in good faith for the
purpose of preventing further harm to the other houses in the
colony and so though such act was done with the knowledge
that it is likely to cause harm it is not an offence and the five
boys are not liable for any offence.

24 L Kiran Kumar, a boy of six years was studying in II Class.
He was a bright boy. There was enmity between the father of
Kiran Kumat and their neighbour. The father of this boy came to
know that there would not be any offence if any offence was
committed by a boy under seven years of age. The father of Kiran
Kumar, one day gave a small bottle containing poison to his son
and asked him to mix it in the drinking water pot of his
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